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Communicating for Fun calendars are for all children (ages 1 ½ - 6 years of age) to
enhance their language and communication development. These calendars will give parents
and their children hands on activities to do together each day of the week.

Purpose of Communicating for Fun Calendars
The purpose of the calendars is for parents to have activities that they can do at home with
their children to help build better speech, language and hearing skills.  Our aim is to have
parents focus on communication skills which give their children many opportunities to speak
and listen.

Who Can Use the Calendars

Families
The calendars are reproducible, allowing anyone to photocopy and hand out copies to
families.  
Families may: - take longer than a week to do the activities

- not do all of the activities
- do the activities in a different order

These activities are not intended to make life difficult for parents, but rather to enable parents
to have more ideas about how to boost their child’s communication skills. 
  

Early Childhood Educators / Caregivers
Incorporating the calendars into the themes and programs is a way Communicating for
Fun calendars can be used for the benefit of all children.  The activities can easily be
extended and adapted to fit your program.  Copies of a theme calendar may also be sent
home with each child to accompany your program theme. 
   

Calendars
The calendars have been divided into three different age groups - Toddler, Preschooler, and
Kindergarten Age.  Each of the age groups share 20 common themes for each of the 20
weeks - in total, there are 60 different calendars.  All of these calendars are great for parents
to hang on their fridge or notice board.



  

Information About the Project

Communicating for Fun has been developed as one of the components of the
Parenting Programs Resources and Co-ordinations Project, funded through the Early Years
Challenge Fund 2002/2003.  

Many thanks to the families and service providers who give  their time and skills during the
development of  the tool.

Our aim will be achieved as parents use the tool as a starting point to give their children
opportunities to further develop their communications skills.

Let’s celebrate!  Communication is Fun! 



Communicating with Your Child
Some helpful pointers when talking 
and communicating with your child:
• Become involved in what your 

child is doing - talk and ask
questions about the activity.

• Play, read, and listen to music 
with your child, be excited.

• When your child points, makes 
faces, or makes a sound, put 
words to it.

• Don’t do all the talking, give 
your child a turn to talk and 
praise them.

• When playing and talking with 
your child make sure you are 
face to face with them.

• Encourage your child to use 
words all day long.

About the Calendar
The Calendar(s) inside provides activities for all children.
These are activities that you and your child can
participate in together.  The calendar activities are
available for Toddler, Preschool, and Kindergarten Age
children.  

The calendar will give you hands on activities for each day of the
week.  Every week has a theme which makes the activities fun and
interesting.  On the bottom of each calendar there are some key words
to use throughout the week with your child. 

The aim of the activities and key words is to develop better
communication skills - hearing (listening), speech (sounds, words), and
language (message, ideas).  This is done through your child exploring
and learning more about themselves, others, and the world around

About the Tips
The pages inside provide helpful tips which explain how you can use
the calendar activities to their fullest for your child.  There is also a
list that gives information on what level most children at that age will
communicate, and where to call if you have any concerns about
your child.
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Are You Concerned? - When to Seek Help
If your child:
< Has repeated ear infections. 
< Does not play or is not interested in others.
< Has problems making him/herself understood.
< Speaks using very few words, or never puts 

two or more words together.

** Check the Preschool Speech and Language 
   Directory for your local program.

Most Toddlers Will:
• Understand more words than they can say.
• Follow simple directions (such as: “Show me 

your ear.”, or, “Put the doll to bed.”).
• Answer “yes” or “no” questions.
• Make animal sounds.
• Use two to four word sentences (“More juice”, 

“Me do it”).
• Use describing words (big tree, hot food).
• Enjoy listening to stories, songs, and rhymes.
• Have short conversations with people they 

Things to Keep in Mind
When Using the Calendar

• During the activities talk slowly and clearly,
using two to four word sentences.

• Label and talk about everything - when
walking outside, doing crafts, and spending
time inside.

• When using books, choose ones with 
many pictures.  Point to and talk about 
the pictures with your child.

• When your child labels an object, expand 
on it.  (When your child says, “Flower”,
say, “Pretty flower”.)

• Do the activities with other children so that
your child can learn how to communicate 
with others and learn how to share.

• When your child tries to say a new word,

Tips for Toddlers
  

   
 

 

 



Tips for Preschoolers

Most Preschoolers Will:
• Use sentences with 4 to 6 words. 

(“I go get my doll.”)
• Give and follow directions. 
• Understand the meaning of in,

 on, and under.
• Tell stories and sing songs.
• Ask and answer questions, such as 

who, what, where, why.
• Makes themselves understood by 

other people 60% of the time.

Things to Keep in Mind
When Using the Calendar

• Talk with your child about things that are 
the same and things that are different.

• Encourage your child to play with other
children.

 

• When playing games together, take turns 
with your child.

• Count everything.

• Provide your child with chances to choose 
(“Do you want to wear your red or blue
shirt?”)

• Use picture books and have your child 
come up with his/her own story.

• Do the laundry together.  Sort clothes by 
colour, where they belong, type of clothing.

• Pretend with your child, with or without toys.

• Sing songs, say rhymes, do finger plays and

Are You Concerned? - When to Seek Help
If your child:
< Becomes frustrated when trying to communicate.
< Repeats words, but does not know what they 

mean.
< Puts only two words together at a time.
< Has problems listening and being understood.
< Stutters often.
        ** Check the Preschool Speech and Language 
             Directory for your local program.

              

     



Things to Keep in Mind
When Using the Calendar

• When labeling objects, encourage your child
to use the word/object in a sentence. 
(“Teddy bear” - “That is a big, soft teddy
bear”.)

• Read books related to the weekly themes. 
While reading stories, talk about what is
happening in the book.  Ask questions such
as, “What do you think will happen next?”

• Build on what your child is saying.  
(Name the colours of each object-red,
green;  use the names of flowers-tulip, rose;
name the parts of trees- trunk, leaves)

• Give your child little jobs.  When you make
a craft, let them do the cutting; when
cleaning around the house give them a job
they can do weekly; have them describe the
weather every day.

• When doing the activities, give your child
choices.  (“Do you want the blue or red
paper?”;  “Do you want to set the table for

Most Kindergarten Age Children Will: 
• Follow three-step instructions, such as: “Pick up 

your coat, hang it up, and close the closet door.”
• Answer open-ended questions: “What do you think?”
• Tell or repeat stories using detail.
• Use complete sentences, like that of an adult.
• Use describing words in their sentences, such as: 

small/big, under/over.
• Know most colours and numbers up to 20.
• Explain the meaning of words they know.
• Be able to problem solve, figure simple things out.
• Start to recognize letters and their sounds, as well

as certain signs (eg. stop sign)

Are You Concerned? - When to Seek Help
If your child:
< Doesn’t talk, listen, or mix with other children

or adults.
< Has a hard time following directions.
< Does not speak in sentences.
< Can not get other people to understand them.

**Talk to your classroom teacher and ask
 for a referal to the speech - language 

Tips for Kindergarten Age
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